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God Said 

  

  Do you remember the game that children played—Simon says? The 
children playing were to only do when the leader said “Simon says.” If a 
command was given without the words “Simon says, those who obeyed that 
command were out of the game. It was a fun game for the children to play. 
Sometimes detailed commands were given to cause the player to concentrate 
and cause them to forget to listen for “Simon says.” 
 The Christian is to listen for the words—God says. There are many 
people who tell commands for those trying to live the Christian life. Many of 
these commands are not what “God says”. 
 We must remember the Bible is what God says. “All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). Paul reminds us “All scripture” is 
given by the inspiration of God. We must have faith in the word of God. Many 
people do not believe the Bible. They think it is just some ideas which men 
have thought up. 
 The Bible was written by about 40 men. There has never been 40 men 
who could write on one subject and not contradict each other. Pick any subject 
you like—especially about how to live—and compare the writings of 40 men. 
You will find differences in many even most of them. These forty men did not 
all live at the same time. Their lives span a period of about 1500 years. Many of 
the first books foretold the life and death of a man they never knew while they 
were living. Isaiah told many details about Jesus. Jesus did not live on earth 
until about 750 years after Isaiah. How could he tell those details? People 
cannot know the future. Oh, yes there are some who claim they can, but you 
check them out. They are wrong many times. The men who wrote the Bible 
were not wrong in their prophecies. The reason is “God says.” 
 We must have a standard for determining the truthfulness of a message. 
God has given us this standard—the Bible. The Bible is God’s word. “knowing 

this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy 

never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the 

Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21). This is the answer to the question of how Isaiah 
could prophecy about Jesus in such detail. 
 Do you desire to be led by “God says”? Read and study the Bible and let 
it be your guide for living your life. Your feelings are not the guide for finding 
eternal life. Feelings are real but they are not the standard for spiritual living. 
Feelings can be uninformed. Paul said he had lived in good conscience before 
God. He could say this even when he killed Christians. His feelings were good 
while he was persecuting Christians. His feelings were not informed. He did 
not realize that Jesus was Lord. When he believed in Jesus, he obeyed “God 
says.” 



 To understand the Bible there are three principles we must employ.  1. 
We must know who is speaking.  2. We must know the subject spoken of.  3. 
We must know to whom the speaker is speaking.  We must be diligent to know 
the Bible. “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not 

need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and idle 

babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness this sort…” (2 Timothy 2:15-17) 
Hymenaeus and Philetus were not observing “God says.” Many false teachers 
are in the world today. We must know the Bible so we are not false teachers. 
We must know the Bible so we can know when others are not teaching what 
“GOD SAYS.”  
                                               —Vernon Curry              
Sympathy 

Our sympathy is extended to Ora McAfee in the loss of her brother, Dick Betts. Dick passed 
away on Saturday, December 28th in Hobbs, NM. A memorial service is planned at a later date. 
He was 80 years old. 

Our condolences go out to Wilma Squire and her family in the loss of her sister, Helen Wright. 
Helen died from Alzheimer’s on Tuesday, December 31st in Parsons, Kansas.  

Shannon Bearss, lost his battle with cancer on Tuesday, December 31st in Clark, Colorado. 
Shannon was a longtime friend of Allen Weakland. His funeral services were held in Michigan 
Tuesday, January 7th.  Shannon was 48 years old.  

Gerald E. Gray passed away on Tuesday, December 31st at his residence in Aurora, CO. A 
memorial service was scheduled for Saturday, January 11th in Odessa, TX.  Gerald is the father 
of Charis Nutter, a former member of Eisenhower. Gerald was 60 years old.  

Wilene Wright’s sister-in-law, Betty Lewis, passed away Tuesday, January 7th in the hospital. 
Funeral services are pending. 

Concerns 

Both Joe and Anna McGlothlin were taken to ORMC emergency room Sunday, December 
29th; Anna for her COPD and Joe from a fall which injured his hip. She was treated and allowed 
to go home, but Joe is still in the hospital undergoing therapy to help him walk again. Joe and 
Anna are the parents of Anita Smith. Keep them in your prayers. 

Remember to keep all of our sick, shut-ins, the bereaved, our military personnel and the 
spiritually weak in your daily prayers. 

Prayer List 

Elizabeth Armendarez; Velma Betts; Ines Beeks; Ashley Borchers; Darlene Brown; Bill Bundick; 
Leslie Bundick; Marie Bundick; Billy Carson; Hazel Cavanaugh; Barbara Crowder; Donna Davis; 
Sandy Davis; James Drake; Joyce Drake; Ben Ellison; Mark Erwin; John Ford; Hattie Gilmore;  
Burt Groves; Jean Hambright; Lester Hardin; Jake Hicks; Lon Howard; Glenna Langford; Janis 
Laminack; Connie Lowe; Mildred Lee; Shannon McAfee; Elder McCarty; Tom Miller; Caleista 
Millican; Cathy Mooney; Estella Morolez;  Adah Ray; Allona Slayton; Nancy Slife; Terry 
Surratt; Amy Tarango; Marilyn Upshaw; Orville Wagner; Lisa Wells;  Charles Wood; Delora 
Wood; Ronny Wood. 

Shut-Ins 

Mildred Bell; LaVerne King; Janis Laminack; Kathy Marshall, Janelle Shirley, Lester Whisenant   

FYI 

Watch “In Search of the Lord’s Way” every Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CBS, channel 7. This 
week’s lesson is entitled “Never Alone” 

Also, tune in to hear a message from the Brown Trail Church of Christ on the “Speaking the 
Truth in Love” program every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. on ABC. 

 



Events 

The Tipton Children’s Home will be here in March, 2014 for a pickup. The items that the 
home needs are listed as follows: toilet tissue, paper towels, plastic utensils, trash bags, HE 
Laundry Detergent, Dryer Sheets, Scrubbers, Body Wash, Toothpaste, Clorox Wipes, Can 
Goods, Toilet Bowl Cleaner, Paper Plates, Kleenex, Bleach, Liquid Cascade, 409/ Fabuloso 
Cleaner, Lotions, Shaving Cream, Razors, Hair Brushes & Combs. This list is also posted on our 
bulletin board. Anything you can contribute will be appreciated.  

The truck for the “New Mexico Christian Children’s Home” will be in Odessa March 4th, 
2014 for their food drive. The items they are requesting are “Dry Onion Soup Mix and Pam”.  
They also accept monetary donations.  

Our “Somebody Loves You” banquet for our senior citizens (55 + years) has been scheduled 
for February 16th in the Annex following our morning worship service.  Please make plans to 
attend. 

Youth 

Scot and Johna Straw will host a “Teen Devotional” Sunday, January 12th after the evening 
services. Teens please bring drinks. 

Bible Quiz Question…  

Where would you find the story about Samson and Delilah? 

Last Week’s Answer… 

Isaac was speaking to his father Abraham. (Genesis 22) 

Office News  

“Meals on Wheels” is collected the first Wednesday of each month.  See Maxine Newton if you 
would like to donate. 

Change of Address: 

Nick & Amanda Ward, 1512 Palomar Lane, Odessa, TX 79763 

Kirk McFarland, 1511 E. 17th, Odessa, TX 79761 

(These addresses have been posted on our bulletin board). Please record this information in your pocket 
directory. 

Food for thought… 

Opportunity has to knock; temptation only to stand outside and whistle. 

You can tell what a man is by what he does when he hasn’t anything to do. 

One day I shall be what I am becoming. 

 

January 12th, 2014 A.M.                               P.M. 
Announcements Jeff Wesson        Jeff Wesson 
Song Leader  John Carroll        Casey Cleveland   
Sermon  Allen Weakland       Allen Weakland     
Opening Prayer Jeff Wesson        Jeff Wesson  
Scripture  Bill Ryan        Charles Wood 
Second Prayer  Mike Smith        Jack Wright    
Closing Prayer Don Easlon        Rudy Ochoa 
 
Lord's Supper         
West...   Bill Tolbert        Communion 

     Bill Butler          (In Library) 
              Scot Straw 
   
 



East…             Rudy Ochoa 
George Warren 
Jaxon Straw 

 
Other Responsibilities: Elder:  Jeff Wesson 561-5302 Deacon:  Richard Siler 362-1392 Pulpit:  Ed 
Fisher 563-0349Table:  Chris Butler 362-7486 Song Leaders: Andrew Schwarz 405-315-2990 
Recording Duties:  Richard Siler 362-1392 Collections:  Richard Siler 362-1392 

   
Sunday AM” 
“The Conqueror of Satan” 

(Genesis 3:14-15) 

 

Sunday PM 
“Making Good Out of Afflictions” 

(Philippians 1:12-18 

  

Our Records  

Bible Class...85 
Morning Worship...143 
Evening Worship…83 
Wednesday…79 
Contribution…$4,313.04 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


